Recently at the Irish Film
Institute (IFI) in Dublin I had
the eyeballs blasted out of my
head by a collection of short
psychedelic films. This was
the sort of intense,
kaleidoscopic work created to
be experienced rather than
understood and I loved being
swept away by the sounds
and colours. -
You might think this sort
of screening would have a
niche appeal, but the room
was full. Providing support to
experimental film-makers is
Aemi (Artists’ and :
Experimental Moving Image),
whose co-director Daniel
Fitzpatrick organised the event
I attended — titled Trance
Films. He founded Aemi ten
years ago with Alice Butler,
who is now his co-director, and
today they work alongside the
projects and engagement
manager, Anne Hendrick, to
offer help to people in the
experimental film scene.
Ireland has a long film
history but there has been a
“real lack in the infrastructural
support for these practices
because they operate in such a
different way than the regular
film industry”, Butler says,
adding she is “constantly
impressed” by how imaginative
the work being made here is.
Aemi is funded by the
Arts Council and it screens
films, helps artists apply for
funding and access festivals,
hosts advisory sessions and
acts as a connection point. It
-also commissions work by
award-winning artists such
as Frank Sweeney and
Myrid Carten, who
directed A Want in Her,
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which was nominated for a
Bafta and won an Ifta, and runs
the Dissolutions festival.

The fact Dissolutions isn’t
being held this year because of
the closure of its host venue,
The Complex, highlights the
continued pressures on Irish
artists. Exhibition spaces are
diminishing and the housing
crisis continues to push artists
out of the country.

“Most of the film-makers in
2016 might have been living in
Dublin,” Butler says. “That’s
not the case any more — a
huge number of them have
moved out. They are either
living in rural settings or have
left Ireland.”

Experimental film can be a
deeply personal pursuit and
some artists come to Aemi
saying they don’t know where
their work fits in. “We try to
say, ‘You absolutely belong,”
Butler says. “There are a lot of
people working in original
ways and there is an appetite
for this work. We try to
encourage them and give them
a sense of place.” This is why
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screenings such as Trance Fifs
are important — they connect
audiences with the art.
One of Butler’s hopes is that
Aemi could one day have its
own office space with an
archive and cinema (inspired
by the arts charity Lux in
London, which has a drop-in
reference library and offers
films for hire). This would
make Irish experimental film
more accessible while
ensuring work doesn’t get
forgotten or discarded.
Experimental film offers an
alternative to mainstream film
practices. It hasa
nonhierarchical, collaborative
approach to production and
a focus on independent,
countercultural viewpoints.
“It’s a marginal or a
marginalised practice,” Butler
says. “I think it embraces that
in the best possible way
insofar as the stories that you
see being told are of
marginalised communities or
individuals, or things that are
neglected or unseen.”
If you have ever thought
experimental film wasn’t for
you, take note that Aemi _
welcomes those at screenings
who don’t have any grounding
in the genre. “A lot of it i$
incredibly personal. It’s about
a direct line of communication

with a film-maker,” Butler says.
“I think people are more up for
and more hungry for work that
feels and functions differently
than we sometimes assume.”
So while we’re all heading
to see The Odyssey, Christopher
Nolan’s summer blockbuster,
why not keep an eye out for
Aemi’s touring programme
Desire Lines too? Whatever

your taste in film, you are
sure to find something that
intrigues you.

Aemi’s Desire Lines tour
includes The Model,
Sligo, Sep 2-Oct 31, Louth
International Film
Festival, Dundalk, Sep

25, and Mermaid Arts

Centre, Bray, Co

o L Wicklow, Oct 6; aemi-ie

25,;,_@202613



	26th July 2026

